Chandler County Island Fire District

Frequently Asked Questions

What is this new charge on my property tax bill? 
Why is my fee so high?
Why do we need this fire district? 

What does this mean for me? 

Why am I paying so much for vacant land?

Can I opt out of the District? 
 What is this new charge on my property tax bill?

 The Chandler County Island Fire District was created as a means of 

procuring fire service for residents of county islands in the Chandler municipal 

planning area. The District must raise revenue to reimburse the fire services 

provider, currently Town of Chandler Fire Department. Property taxes are the only 

means of raising revenue granted to this type of fire district by the state 

legislature (see HB2780).

Why is my fee so high?

 The CCIFD board sets the annual property tax levy necessary to cover the costs of operating the district. The majority of the cost of operating the district (87% of all funds) is for the City of Chandler to provide county island residents and property owners with fire service and emergency medical response. The base amount district property owners pay for fire and emergency medical service is set by a formula within the intergovernmental agreement (IGA) between the city and district. The formula establishes that district property owners pay a pro-rata share of the city’s fire department budget in an amount equal to what a property owner within the city would pay. Direct service costs as established by the IGA are additional to the base funding amount. This same formula method is used to establish the cost in other county island fire districts in the valley.

 The district will pay the City of Chandler $1,314,759.12 for fire and emergency medical services this fiscal year (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010). A portion of these funds ($297,283.50) are for fire and emergency medical service the City of Chandler provided to the district in the previous fiscal year, before any property taxes were collected. This amount will not be included within the property tax levy for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010. 

Why do we need this fire district?
 Many county island residents used to subscribe to Rural Metro for fire 

protection; others just agreed to pay Rural Metro if they were called to the 

property for an incident and others had a subscription with the town of Chandler. As the Town of Chandler expanded, it gradually enveloped the pre-existing homes and properties. Rural Metro, unable to compete financially and in response time pulled out. Under the new state law (HB2780) the Town of Chandler was not allowed (without a contract) to provide service; Maricopa County was unable to provide service; and no other private providers could provide service. This created a hazard for the county island residents. It also created a hazard for Chandler residents living near a county island and even anyone who happened to be driving through a county island; since the county islands are distributed all throughout Chandler, confusion over the boundaries could result in delayed or denied responses. An example is what happened in neighboring Gilbert. On May 6, 2007 a 14-year-old Gilbert resident had a motorcycle accident in the Town of Gilbert. However, the proximity of a county island nearby confused Gilbert dispatchers, who ordered their fire truck to turn around. The formation of the Chandler County Island Fire District and its Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with the Town of Chandler eliminates this confusion, providing seamless protection for Chandler residents as well as island residents.

What does this mean for me?
 First of all and most importantly, it means that when you pick up the phone and call 911, a fire truck and/or EMS will respond. Second, you are now bound by Town of Chandler fire code. Because the county islands were developed before being encompassed by the Town of Chandler, some properties may not be up to code; this may affect the ability of the Chandler Fire Department (CFD) to reach your home in the event of an emergency. Of particular concern to the CFD are low hanging trees and culverts that may not support the weight of their fire trucks. Because of these differences between the county islands and the Town of Chandler, the CFD may not be able to provide the same level of service to island residents as they provide to Chandler residents. If you feel you may have some of these restrictions on your property, contact the Chandler Fire dept. to see if they are valid concerns and what you would need to do to alleviate them.
Why am I paying so much for vacant land?

 The CCIFD levy’s a secondary property tax to fund the operation of the district as established by Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) Title 48. The district also falls under the state’s property tax statutes and system. Vacant land is assessed at 16% of its full cash value (FCV). The FCV or market value is used to determine secondary tax value, called the assessed value (AV). 

 Example: FCV = $250,000. $250,000 X 0.16 = $40,000. $40,000 is the AV used to determine secondary property tax liability.

 All vacant land statewide is assessed at the rate of 16% of FCV unless it is exempt for a qualified reason (Note: The CCIFD has no discretion in determining the assessment ratio of 16% for vacant land). The Maricopa County Assessor determines the value (FCV) of all property within the CCIFD (Note: The CCIFD has no discretion or authority to determine or change property values within the district). The market value of vacant land, which directly contributes to the amount of property tax paid to the district, should be appealed to the Maricopa County Assessor if the property owner believes the FCV is too high.    

 The CCIFD board levies a tax rate of 1.7934 per hundred of secondary AV on all property within the district to pay for its’ operations. This includes residential, commercial and vacant land (Note: The CCIFD has no discretion or authority to set lower tax assessment rates for vacant land as opposed to commercial or residential property. Only the Arizona Legislature may do this by changing the state’s taxing system). Using the same example values as used above, the vacant land tax liability in the current fiscal year would be as follows:

 Example: FCV = $250,000. $250,000 X 0.16 = $40,000 ($40,000 is the AV). $40,000 / 100 = $400 (secondary tax levy is per hundred of AV). $400 X 1.7934 (CCIFD tax rate) = $717.36. In this example, the property owners tax liability to the CCIFD for the current fiscal year is $717.36. 

Can I opt out of the District?
 No, the only way to get out of the District is if you annex into the Town of Chandler or the District is dissolved. 

